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to be typical of our own race. The child as he grows up in
a society acquires its traditional sentiments; but how? As
McDougall says,1 " In the main, it is by sympathetic contagion
and by suggestion from admired personalities that the child's
moral sentiments are shaped." The genesis of sentiments fol-
lows the order of concrete particular, concrete general, and
abstract. A child develops a love for a particular person in his
environment—here we have a concrete particular sentiment;
he extends that sentiment to include in its object all people like
the first—now it is a concrete general sentiment; finally he
may acquire a sentiment of love for a quality that such people
embody—and we have an abstract sentiment. He may love a
man who is courageous, then he loves all courageous men,
finally he loves courage itself.
It is important for die educator to realize that moral senti-
ments are normally formed in this way, and that the child
ought to be surrounded by examples of the qualities which it
is desired that he should himself develop. When he becomes
adolescent he may turn to history and literature to find his
heroes, and the example of Jesus or Socrates may enable him
to develop high moral qualities in himself. The fact that the
power of the Christian religion depends on the personality of
its Founder clearly bears out the contention that love of moral
qualities begins by love of a person who has these qualities.
Moral culture consists in the acquisition of such moral senti-
ments, in reflection on them, and in the incorporation of them
in the self-sentiment. If I conceive myself as a lover of virtue,
truth, and purity, I am likely to show forth these moral quali-
ties in my daily life. In discussing these matters, however, it
seems desirable to make a distinction between actuality and
aspiration. My self-sentiment is the organization, round about
the idea of self, of all the sentiments I actually possess. What
of those moral sentiments which I do not yet hold firmly but
to which I aspire? Such sentiments may be called ideals, and
we can conceive an ideal self that will embody them and build
up a sentiment round such a conception. The more we fall in
love with this ideal self, the more likely we are to realize it. If
1 An Outline of Psychology* p. 436.

